





luxuries such as a swimming pool
sun room and spacious garden can
be included.

The dwelling has a very detailed yet
symmetrical front elevation, the main feature
of which is the glazed central section which
continues through the dwelling to the rear.

It incorporates an open plan staircase with
spacious gallery landing which also provides
a relaxing seating area affording panoramic

Ground Floor

LOUNGE KITCHEN

This property oozes opulence, yet isn’t
complicated to build. The use of a brick
plinth gives the impression of a solid base
especially when combined with stonework
detailing around the windows and corners.
These details could be used on smaller
properties as a grand effect is not always
about the size but more to do with the
detailing of the building.
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which is timeless if done well. allowing it to be enjoyed throughout the year.

The inclusion of the self contained Granny
Flat to the side as a single storey structure
allows a courtyard effect to be achieved
without distracting from the impact of the
main house.
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way for a small development of
very picturesque village.

design award.

Stonework and reclaimed brickwork are used

for the external walls with a nominal amount
of render to the front cantilevered section.
Masonry products are often difficult to detail
when used on a cantilever and historically
they wouldn't have been used in this context.
Re-claimed roof tiles allow the dwelling to
look as if it has been there for a long time
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ground floor.
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building. It is no wonder this site won a

Internally, a spacious hall gives a simple
circulation pattern not only to the ground
floor rooms but also to the 4 bedrooms,
where additional lighting to the landing is
achieved by the introduction of a rooflight.
The position of this rooflight allows sunlight
to flood down through the stairwell to the
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rises up to the plateau which was
created for the dwelling, formed by
excavating from the rear and filling
at the front behind retaining walls.

Dormer bungalows can often be filled with
character and this is no exception. Designed
as a retirement property, the intention was to
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give shelter to this exposed facade of the
building. A feature porch with supporting
pillar gives dominance to the entrance.

Internally the layout can be used as

a 1 bedroom bungalow to the ground floor
with overspill into the loft adding a further
3 bedrooms and bathroom.
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neighbours yet have it's own identity.
The front has some charming colourful
features with the bay window and
recessed entrance. The re-claimed
brick adds to the Old World feel of the
external treatment.
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to enjoy a meal overlooking the garden.
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main body of the building, which removes the generous proportions. Internally a small
potential for an extra room such as a study. dining area set within a bay window at the
However in this instance Bedroom 4 was left  front of the kitchen gives an alternative
open plan to the landing and an external aspect, whilst the lounge and dining rooms
patio created on the garage roof. This has look to the rear.

given the property an additional external
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of the falls that originally existed, but the a side garden which has only been formed
use of these, albeit costly, had reclaimed by encasing a stream in pipework and
some invaluable land. The use of building over it.

re-claimed brick and ironwork railings

adds character to what could have been

a boring functional construction.
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In this case the developer, Bluewater
Homes, a company with a reputation
for quality achieved just that.

dining room and kitchen. The 3 bedrooms

are placed away from the entrance for added
privacy with en-suite to the master bedroom.
The slate roof and random stonework,

simply done, with fascias and bargeboard This example shows how character can

be built into the modern property.
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Shrewshury

of front elevation. The use of stonework, . , PIetT ahes T SVETY
slate roof covering and white finished to build. It_|||ustrates thaF smphmty need
windows with a vertical emphasis not be boring, good design is more about
continue the theme. Bav windows proportion and colour choice, not complexity
eme. Bay for the sake of it. The garage can be
afford panoramic views from the rooms ) . ;
if located in an elevated position. located either side depending on personal
preference.
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especially when finished in tile hanging.
This property has a very traditional feel.

Internally the bay windows provide an
extension to the room and a viewing area
to take in the landscape. Accommodation is
spacious and the family room to the rear,
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as the en-suite is centrally located. In this
instance an additional stair was located
above that shown and access provided to
the loft area which was converted to an
extra room.
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associated flood plain.

enter the site.
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to be elevated above the ground due to
the close proximity of a river and its

The building is located in a central
position of 3 houses which form a 'U' shape
therefore it is the more prominent as you

LOUNGE

The building is located in a central
position of 3 houses which form a 'U' shape
therefore it is the more prominent as you

enter the site.
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of Tudor style houses with cantilevered
first floor, feature boarding and dormer

windows partially set into the roof.

The positioning of the front door to the side
of the dwelling leaves more room at the front
to introduce a feature and in this case the

cantilevered
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the expense of the rear additional en-suite.
Layout with a narrow frontage can have
limitations, as there are usually only the front
and rear elevations to achieve windows for
the dominant rooms. The use of an 'L
shaped property helps to provide additional
external wall space to accommodate

extra windows
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an adjoining building, but wanted their S el ST . AN
individuality to the outside. the individual site requirements apd St'.”.
work well. The 4 bedroom layout is efficient
The outside is a mixture of slate, required by around the gallerized landing which has a
Planning due to its prominent location on the nice feature of the front dormer window pro-
hillside, and facing brick. The introduction of  viding natural light.

tile hanging to the front gable adds an
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Wayloed

was achieved. L
The accommodation is generous, the lounge

The mixture of brickwork and render incorporating an inglenook fireplace, and the
between ground and first floor gives a strong  kitchen / breakfast area being slightly offset
horizontal emphasis which accentuates the to each other gives a farmhouse feel
feeling of a wide low building. There are which is ideal for informal meals and family
some character features namely the dormer  gatherings. The bedrooms are of a size one
would expect from a property of this size.
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that new houses 'have no character'

The property has character in abundance
with a good mix of random stonework,
re-claimed brickwork and small plain tiles.

The vertical feature

It is a deceivingly simple building to construct
as the main body of the house is effectively
a rectangle. This provides 5 good size
bedrooms with a luxurious dressing and

en-suite area over the garage. Additional
potential accommodation can be provided
in the substantial roof area.
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Abergavenny

A gable in this situation emphasises the
height of the building especially if brought to
the most prominent front position. The effect
would have been lost if located to the other
side. They also have more emphasis if

they are steeper preferably over 40 degrees
and the same principle also applies to the
small gable roofs over the windows. The use
of stonework provides a traditional feel which
works well in a modern setting with the right
brick choice.
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extra cost. Especially useful on plots of
limited area or where there is a need to
reduce foundation costs.
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Two gables dominate the front allowing theme continues through to the first floor

a balcony to span between them providing where the gallerized landing around the

an attractive viewing area off the gallerized stairwell serves all rooms without distracting
landing to the first floor. from the accommodation space. Using attic

trusses to the roof space has provided
further recreational space.
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The first dwelling, to the rear of this, was
slightly smaller although of an identical
style, but it was able to be 'scaled up’
without loss of overall character.

solved this problem.

The limitation on aspect didn't greatly affect
room sizes but had more of an influence on
layout. Placing the utility and stairs to the

The area demanded a cottage style of rear solved the problem on the ground floor
property and the final design is common to and the use of rooflights to bedroom
rural properties in the area. Render finish, 3 removed the overlooking issue.

windows with a vertical emphasis in
a symmetrical
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that the slope is showing inside the
building. They would have been extended
over their life so tended to be a mixture
of 'add-ons' perhaps at a lower level. This
can easily be achieved on a new property
as illustrated here.
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style kitchen/diner, which is a through-room

to take in both aspects of the plot, while the
lounge across the rear allows full enjoyment

of the garden.
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all aspects.

The use of a double projection on the front

impression of being a single dwelling.
The site has a wide frontage yet shallow
depth so advantage had to be taken of

broke up what is potentially a wide, flat

elevation. It gave the development symmetry
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LOUNGE

The hallway is spacious and efficient.

The main stairs rises in front of the feature
window to the gallerized landing and affords
a view back through the window. Bedroom
sizes are good and there is potential to
convert the roof space to accommodation
with access from an additional staircase.
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entrance level, gives an
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The garage, placed below the main

frontage while, on a positive side, gives
extra height within the garage and
additional high level storage.

interesting
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same level as the main accommodation due
to the ground level at the rear. The house is
economic to build as it is quite compact and
suitable for a narrower fronted plot.
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Maytield

a fourth bedroom could be located in link across the entrance porch.
the space occupied by the en-suite.
This facility could be reduced in size
and re-located between bedroom

1 and the new bedroom 4.

The ground floor layout is efficient while
allowing the relationship of lounge and
dining room to be varied, depending on site
conditions. If the views and sunlight are
predominantly to the rear, then the lounge
can be positioned next to the kitchen with
the dining room at the front.
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Ground Floor
CONSERVATORY

The front is very busy and detailed, starting
with a plinth around the base to give the feel
of a solid foundation, the bay windows sits
nicely below the overhanging first floor and
the front door set back in the centre recess
to provide shelter to the entrance.
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to all principal rooms. The first floor gains
significantly from the overhangs and provides
5 bedrooms, en-suite and generous main
bathroom, while leaving enough space for a
generous landing, lit by a window at the front
which also provides a view.
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to suit their lifestyle requirement. dwelling. The utility and study nicely fill
up the remaining space behind the stair.
All 4 bedrooms are of generous proportions

accessed off a spacious landing.

The symmetrical layout with the front door
at the centre and a simple arrangement of
rooms proved effective and produced an
impressive hallway and landing. The use of
two gables at the front gives the impression
of a substantial property and provides

a balanced elevation.
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area from the master bedroom which is

sheltered on all sides by the roof overhang.

The main feature is this frontage projection
which towers above as you approach

the building and provides shelter to the
front entrance.

Ground Floor

up large otherwise plain side elevations.

This property oozes opulence, yet isn’t
complicated to build. The use of a brick
plinth gives the impression of a solid base
especially when combined with stonework
detailing around the windows and corners.
These details could be used on smaller
properties as a grand effect is not always
about the size but more to do with the
detailing of the building.
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continues over to form an entrance porch,

does away with that. However, it does blend
well into the overall look of the building.

There are plenty of attractive features to the
front, namely the arched window with gable
over; 2 dormers symmetrically placed in the
roof; the tall windows used in pairs and the

quoin stones to the corners.
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and bathroom located in the loft space.

This building is a very economical use of
the space which is normally limited on this

type of site.

First Floor

BEDROOM 1

BATHROOM
EN-SUITE

BEDROOM 4

BEDROOM 3

BEDROOM 2

AN

Frontage: 12.00 metres (39ft 4ins)







achieve 6 bedrooms as well as a large
through lounge, kitchen, study,
bathrooms and more!

The sloping site allows the opportunity
to provide additional accommodation to the
surplus area below the entrance level.

over the one below it becomes an
interesting central feature while providing
good circulation to the rooms.

The theme is continued up into the roof
which also has the benefit of further
accommodation.
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structure is in place. located here, bathrooms, stairwell and minor

This may look like a 2 storey house but it bedrooms face the more enclosed front.

has an additional floor below increasing
the area by 50% making it a substantial
property. The layout can easily be modified
by moving windows to the side elevations
away from the retaining wall at the front.
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GCanterbury

features, including the Ingle-nook fire place
which results in a substantial feature
chimney. At the approach to the front door
the tall screen window under the cantilever
roof gives a feeling of height and mass.
This feeling continues into the hall which
has a gallerized landing lit by the screen.

relatively economic to build as the shape
is straightforward and not overworked.
The roof is a rectangle and although
large on area, is not complicated in

its construction.
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easier.

The hallway opens up as you get to the
middle of the property which eases
circulation and manages to avoid the
building feeling claustrophobic. The building
still achieves a good size lounge and kitchen
which are usually the main components.

By utilising the space over the garage

4 bedrooms are achieved together with

a spacious bathroom.
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while the fascias are in stained timber with The first floor achieves 4 bedrooms which
a decorative bargeboard over the first floor are more to modern expectations in their

windows. Many rural properties had size, along with a bathrooms, dressing

a symmetrical frontage with a centre room and en-suite. This layout would lend

entrance porch often in timber. itself to further extension into the loft space
if required.

The detailing follows the theme right down
to the re-claimed brick to give an aged feel.
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materials can look clean and attractive.

The front door is recessed to provide
a weather shelter to the front door.
The provision of a 'bow' window on the
front breaks up the elevation, adds
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room are located to on

e side of the property

while the 'private’ area, i.e. bedrooms are
located away from the main entrance.
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Archaeologist before work commenced overhang kept to a minimum again for
as records indicated potential historic weathering purposes. A very economic
artifacts to exist in the ground. house to build yet a good choice and
balance of colours gives an eye-catching
appeal. This property illustrates how simple,
good proportions do not necessarily mean
a boring building. The porch, if treated with
a different material to the main building
provides adequate contrast.

The dwelling is typical of a welsh farmhouse
with a central front porch, symmetrical front
elevation. Windows were never excessive

in size as the historical intention was to
conserve heat while allowing
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middle so whereas the frontage was limited,
benefit could be gained by the provision of
side and rear extensions. This also gives the
building a more authentic feel as a lot of
older properties would have been extended
over the years.

an additional stair located over the main stair
and provides an additional room to be used

as a bedroom or study.
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aspect, while the study and dining room are
at the front. The roof is still capable of
The small plain roof tile is historically found providing 5 decent bedrooms, the master

take advantage of the south and westerly
aspects and open countryside.

in this rural area where the roof and its' bedroom being located above the garage
associated detailing is a dominant feature. with en-suite. The sloping ceilings and
This has been utilised with a modern dormer windows give an old world rustic
approach in terms of materials yet still charm to the bedrooms.
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The front is completely symmetrical about pattern. Nonetheless, a good efficient

the front door with the proportions of the circulation pattern ensues to generous size
windows completely consistent with this rooms. This layout lends itself to scaling
style. The quality is provided by the good up to a larger property if required.
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wise to build flat vertical facades that Balconies are used on the first floor
challenge the forces of nature. A low sheltered within the roof overhang for
roof with generous overhangs serves added protection.

2 purposes - it provides shelter against
the elements while allowing the building
to blend into the landscape.
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west facing, is an ideal location for the
conservatory. Kitchen, Lounge and Dining
room take advantage of this aspect.

UTILITY
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space to the rooms from which the best
feature, the view can be enjoyed. The
through-lounge with bedroom above gains
the benefit of different aspects and sunlight
at either ends of the day.
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same tile is ideal for vertical cladding. above. The layout allows interchange of
The roof in this instance is brought down room usage for different site locations for
to form a covered canopy over the front this design.

door which allows a great opportunity

for dressing around the entrance with

plants. This adds to the attraction and

importance of the entrance.
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facade, which is not over-worked.
A simple band of contrasting bricks
breaks up the front and gives a variety
of details. The use of a 'bow’, window
removes the need for special bricks and
foundations that are necessary for

a 'bay' window.
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In essence, the concept was decided first
and the scale fitted to the size of the
funds available.

The result was a Dormer style property,
which always suits the small tiles used to
clad the roof. The dormer windows rising

Ground Floor

< DINING ROOM

UTILITY

remembered with a Dormer Bungalow, that
the slope of the roof does restrict the
available space to the inside. Conversely, the
sloping ceilings do give a lot of character to
the rooms.
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